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Welcome

Welcome to the electronic newsletter for eGY-Africa. The purpose of the newsletter is to share information among organizers, participants, observers, and supporters of eGY-Africa. Issues of the newsletter will appear according to the availability of news, sequenced by number rather than by date.

The Digital Divide

Access and exchange of information and knowledge has long been a key factor in the success of any society. This is particularly important today given the power of modern ICT capabilities. The rapid pace of development and adoption worldwide of modern electronic methods of doing business are such that communities that do not have ready access to  the Internet are marginalized. Despite significant progress, African countries are not keeping pace with developments elsewhere in the world, and the gap is growing. Reducing this ‘Digital Divide’ is widely acknowledged as a necessary step for achieving Milleniuum Development Goals in Africa. The aim of eGY-Africa is to reduce the Digital Divide.

Introduction to eGY-Africa

eGY-Africa is a bottom-up effort by African scientists, educators, and their supporters in the international science community. The aim is to achieve better Internet connectivity in African Universities and similar research and education institutions through the voice of the scientific community at the international, regional, national, and institutional levels. A key function of eGY-Africa is to compile background information on the status of Internet connectivity in different communities, problems encountered, and the benefits of good connectivity. eGY-Africa operates principally through national groups of concerned scientists and educators, and endeavours to work jointly with other organizations and programs that share similar objectives.

eGY-Africa was initiated as part of the Electronic Geophysical Year (eGY) effort and is led by the International Union of Geodesy & Geophysics (IUGG) within the framework of the International Council for Science (ICSU). 
Scope of the newsletter

· Issues relating to the digital divided problem in Africa

· eGY-Africa developments

· News from other organization and programs with related objectives

· Research and Education Network (REN) developments

· Status of Internet access in different communities - problems and benefits

· Case histories of successes and failures

· Announcements and reports about conferences and meetings,

· Policy issues relating to reducing the digital divide.

· ….. more …….
How to contribute and subscribe

Contributions to eGY-Africa News are welcome. Contributions should be brief, preferably with a link or pointer to where the reader can find more detailed information. Please send your contribution to: 

alemmeb@yahoo.com and  cebarton@gmail.com.au
If you wish to receive the newsletter, or cancel your subscription, please send an email to the above email addresses.
Further information

For further information about eGY-Africa, go to www.egy.org and click on eGY-Africa.

Correspondence about eGY-Africa should be addressed to the Secretary:

 
Prof. Alem Mebrahtu
alemmeb@yahoo.com


Mekelle University
Skype address: sbagads


Mekelle, Tigray, ETHIOPIA
Tel: +251 914753502

 

and/or the two Co-Chairs of eGY-Africa:


Charles Barton
cebarton@gmail.com


Research School of Earth Sciences
Skype address: charliebarton


Australian National University
Tel: +61 (0) 2 62737477


Canberra, ACT 0200, AUSTRALIA



Victor Chukwuma
victorchukwuma@yahoo.com


Department of Physics
Office1: +234 (0) 805 5075 270


Olabisi Onabanjo University
Office2: +234 (0) 802 2310 4199


PO Box 351
Mobile1: 0805 507 5270


Ago-Iwoye
Mobile2: 0802 310 4199


Ogun State, NIGERIA
 

15 December 2008
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eGY-Africa Website

eGY-Africa is using a section of the eGY website: http://www.egy.org/egyafrica.php.

Information about eGY-Africa can be downloaded from the website, including presentation materials and drafts of working documents.

IUGG Grant

The International Union of Geodesy & Geophysics is the main direct sponsor of eGY-Africa. IUGG has awarded a grant of USD10,000 towards the cost of running a workshop on eGY-Africa and the Digital Divide issue. The workshop is planned for November 2009, provisionally in Abidjan. We are currently seeking partners to run the Workshop jointly and share costs. 

eGY and IHY come to a close

Two of the four international science years have ended officially – the Electronic Geophysical Year, 2007-2008 (www.egy.org) ended on 31st December 2008, and the International Heliophysical Year (http://ihy2007.org/) came to a close on February 18, 2009 at a ceremony at the United Nations in Vienna, Austria. Several eGY and IHY follow-on activities will continue for the next few years, including eGY-Africa. Longer-term IHY efforts will focus on the transition to the new International Space Weather Initiative (http://www2.nict.go.jp/y/y223/sept/IHY/ISWI.pdf), which will continue the highly successful collaboration between the heliophysics science community and the United Nations Basic Space Science (UNBSS) program. 

Meetings attended by eGY-Africa participants

The following meetings at which eGY-Africa issues were raised were attended by members of our community. Email contacts are included in case you need more information.

(1) GIRAF 2009 Workshop “Geoscience Information in Africa”, Windhoek, 16-20 March, 2009. http://www.bgr.bund.de/cln_092/nn_1205280/GIRAF2009/EN/Home/giraf2009__node.html?__nnn=true  Contact: Colin Reeves reeves.earth@planet.nl 
(2) Physics in Africa at the American Physical Society meeting, Pittsburg, 16 March 2009. 


Contact: Abebe Kibede abkebede@gmail.com
(3) Euro-Africa ICT Forum, Brussels, 24-25 March 2009. http://euroafrica-ict.org/events/forum.php.
Contact: Monique Petitdidier monique.petitdidier@latmos.ipsl.fr 

IHY-Africa SCINDA Workshop, Livingstone, june 7-11, 2009

The IHY Africa 2009 Workshop (http://www.unza.zm/ihyafrica2009/ihy.htm) will be held at the New Fairmount Hotel in Livingstone, Zambia. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the SCINDA 2009 workshop. Topics of focus in this Workshop include: GPS Total Electron Content; Ionospheric Irregularities/Scintillation; Heliospace Physics; Electrodynamics/ Magnetometer and Plasmasphere; and Space Science Education and Public Outreach. Several eGY-Africa participants will be attending. Victor Chukwuma will give a talk about eGY-Africa and the Digital Divide issue and run a special discussion meeting on Infrastructure and Communications. Rabiu Babatunde will run another special discussion meeting about the African Geospace Society (www.arcsstee.org/ags.html).

Resolutions and Declarations

Many bodies have passed resolutions and declarations about the benefits to science and development in Africa of participation in the information revolution, and the need to deal with the Digital Divide issue. A list of these is being prepared for the aGY-Africa website. Recent additions were passed by: 

· ICSU at the ICSU General Assembly, Maputo, October 2008.

· CODATA at the CODATA International Conference, Kiev, October 2008

· CODATA passed the following resolution at its General Assembly, Maputo, The resolution originated from eGY-Africa.

· IPY, IHY, IYPE, and eGY at the IGY+50 Summit, Tsukuba, Japan, 13 November 2008 - “The Tsukuba Declaration”.

Visualizations of Internet connectivity

Les Cottrell of the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory and his colleagues have produced:
(1) http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/cms/?pid=1000639 - an animation of Africa's "Internet weather". The continent is bright yellow, and as the video runs, pale red dots flicker across its surface.  The dots represent Internet connectivity measured from April 2007 to March 2008.  The paler the dot, the slower the connection, and the more the dots flicker, the more unstable the connection is. 
(2) http://www-iepm.slac.stanford.edu/pinger/pinger-metrics-motion-chart.html. A bubble/scatter plot that visualizes throughput (y), avg RTT (x), population (size of bubble), and Region (color) as a function of time from 1998 to 2007. You can choose various PingER metrics including: Average RTT, min RTT, jitter, loss, throughput, unreachability, plus other more generic metrics such as Population, Internet users, Human Development Index, Digital Opportunity Index. You can select the monitoring site as being SLAC (California), CERN (Switzerland) or ICTP (Italy) and you can view the data for all regions of the world or select for a single regions..

PROFILE – One Laptop Per Child

(Each issue of the Newsletter will feature a profile of an organization or program of relevance to eGY-Africa)

Website:  www.olpc.org

Founder and Chairman: Nicholas Negroponte, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, MA.
Mission:   to provide educational opportunities for the world's poorest children by providing each child with a rugged, low-cost, low-power, connected laptop with content and software designed for collaborative, joyful, self-empowered learning. 

Activities.  To date, OLPC has put over 500,000 XO laptops into the hands of children all across the world. The One Laptop per Child association developed a low-cost laptop -- the "XO Laptop" -- to revolutionize how we educate the world's children.

OLPCorps Summer Grant Program

(This is an abbreviated version of OLPC’s announcement.)

OLPC is beginning a summer grant program in which up to 100 teams of university students from around  the world will distribute thousands of XO laptops to children in Africa this summer. Partnering with schools and non-governmental organizations in Africa, undergraduate and graduate students from around the world will provide educational opportunities that facilitate self-expression and exploration for children.

Student Teams will: 

• travel to one of the 53 African countries of their choosing for 9-10 weeks working directly with local community partners to integrate the XO into primary education

• participate in a 10-day orientation in Kigali, Rwanda at OLPC's office, June 8-17

• receive up to $10,000 per team for operating costs

• deploy 100 XO laptops, including hardware and support

• collaborate with up to 100 other teams as part of a life-long global network empowering a generation 

• send a representative to MIT/OLPC's all-expense paid summit from October 10-12, 2009.

The program represents a determined effort by OLPC to engage university students worldwide in bringing an education revolution to children living in some of the most remote places on Earth. By empowering students from a multitude of countries and cultures to act as agents of change, the belief that all children have a right to quality education -- regardless of where they happen to live -- will spread across the globe.

If you are an undergraduate or graduate student with an interest in education, technology or capacity building, our summer grant program will provide you with unprecedented hands-on experience.

The OLPCorps program features a high level of local community involvement, as local schools and NGOs will sustain the project for years to come. OLPCorps Africa Members will be active members of our innovative 1-to-1 laptop-learning project and hold key roles as leaders in our grassroots movement.  The OLPC summer grant program, which is a full-time commitment, begins June 8. Teams will work closely with the One Laptop per Child team to design and implement XO deployments, join a uniquely African OLPC network, and lead a growing social movement.  

How to apply: for more information on OLPCorps Africa and specific application requirements, please visit our website: http://laptop.org/en/participate/get-involved/OLPCorps.shtml.

Proposals must be received by March 27th. Contact OLPCorps (OLPCorps@laptop.org) with any questions or concerns.

How to contribute and subscribe

Contributions to eGY-Africa News are welcome. Contributions should be brief, preferably with a link or pointer to where the reader can find more detailed information. Please send your contribution to the editors:    alemmeb@googlemail.com and  cebarton@gmail.com.au
If you wish to receive the newsletter, or cancel your subscription, please send an email to the above email addresses. Past copies of the newsletter can be downloaded from the eGY website:  www.egy.org > eGY-Africa > Newsletters.

CB and AM 21 March 2009
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ICSU ROA adopts eGY-Africa

At its recent meeting, the ICSU Regional Committee for Africa decided that the activities of eGY [Africa] will formally be included on the list of the activities of ICSU ROA. Moreover, the scientific objectives of eGY are very similar to those of ICSU ROA (e.g., four science plans, www.icsu-africa.org). ICSU ROA says they are very willing to play some key roles and go into solid partnership with eGY to work together, including organizing joint meetings. ROA staff member Dr Daniel Nyanganyura (d.nyanguyura@icsu-africa.org) is the contact person for eGY-Africa.
eGY-Africa Reference Documents

We are accumulating reference material on the eGY-Africa section of the eGY website: http://www.egy.org/egyafrica.php. These are working documents that will updated regularly and can be used by all of us: 

· Power Point presentations - for information and a source of presentation material; acknowledge the author if you use someone’s slides.

· Policy statements, declarations, and resolutions - for making an argument for better Internet connectivity

· African conferences, past and future - for information.

· Africa organizations and programs - for finding out who is doing what, and for identifying potential supporters and collaborators.

· eGY-Africa People - a list of eGY-Africa organisers, participants and observers. This list is kept in www.egy.org>Resources>Working_Documents  and is password protected. To get the password, email the newsletter editors.

We are seeking volunteers to help maintain and expand these reference documents. Contact the editors if you are willing to help or can provide update information for any of the documents. 
How to accelerate your Internet

INASP (the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications -http://www.inasp.info/) has published a book called "How to accelerate your internet" that offers useful information on how to make the best use of intermittent and poor connectivity. Further information is available at http://bwmo.net/
Meetings 

eGY-Africa participants have attended or are planning to attend the following meetings and conferences.

16-20 Mar 2009. GIRAF 2009 Workshop “Geoscience Information in Africa”, Windhoek, Namibia.  Contact: Colin Reeves ; Kristine Asch 

24-25 Mar 2009. Euro-Africa ICT Forum, Brussels
Download presentations:  http://euroafrica-ict.org/events/forum_agenda
Contact: Monique Petitdidier
6-8 May 2009. IST-Africa 2009 Conference & Exhibition, Kampala, Uganda.
http://www.ist-africa.eu/Conference2009/
18-19 May 2009. IYPE meeting of Science Implementation Team leaders and National Committee Chairs (Africa), Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: Tom Beer, President of IUGG.
11-13 Jun 2009. Recent Advances in Space Technology (RAST) Conference, Istanbul. Contact: Gilbert Rochon 

13-17 Jul 2009. IEEE IGARSS meeting, Cape Town.  Contact: Gilbert Rochon
Electronic Journal Delivery Service (eJDS)

eJDS is a program to facilitate access to current scientific literature free of cost in the fields of Physics and Mathematics. Individual scientific articles are distributed via e-mail to scientists in institutions in Developing Countries who do not have access to sufficient bandwidth to download material from the Internet in a timely manner and/or cannot afford the connection. The service is provided by ICTP (the Abdus Salaam International Centre of Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy). You just need to:

(i) Register to the service by sending an application form by fax or mail. You will then be informed by e-mail on how to proceed.

(ii) Use the service: search scientific articles either using e-mail or using the web.

Website: http://www.ejds.org/  ; Fax: (+39) 040 2240394 ; Email: ejds@ictp.it 

PROFILE:    GIRAF - Geoscience Information in Africa
http://www.GIRAF2009.org
Aim
To build a pan-African geoscience information knowledge network for exchanging and sharing geoscience information knowledge and best practice; to promote geoinformation initiatives in Africa and African participation in the international geoscience information community.   

Leadership and sponsors
the German Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR); financed mainly by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ); supported by the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) Commission for the nagement and Application of Geoscience Information (CGI).
Collaborators
Geological Survey of Namibia (GSN), 

British Geological Survey (BGS), and 

Natural Resources Canada

Activities
A preparatory workshop to identifying general problems and needs of African geological institutions was held in June 2006 in Maputo at the 21st Colloquium on African Geology (CAG21). The workshop was organized by the CGI, funded by the IUGS, and was attended by representatives of African geological surveys, universities, private companies, and non-governmental organisations.

The GIRAF 2009 workshop was held in Windhoek, Namibia, 16-20 March 2009, attended by 26 African nations, 4 European countries, and representatives from UNESCO, ICSU, and IUGS-CGI (GIRAF2009@bgr.de). The aims of the workshop were

- to bring together relevant African authorities, national experts and stakeholders in geoscience information;  

- to initiate the building of a pan-African geoscience information knowledge network to exchange and share geoscience information knowledge and best practice;  

- to integrate the authorities, national experts and experts across Africa into global geoinformation initiatives;  

- to develop a strategic plan for Africa’s future in geoscience information;  

- to make Africa a more active part of the international geoscience information community.  

Fifteen practical recommendations were endorsed for improving the way geoscience information could be managed and delivered in Africa – see the GIRAF Strategy and Agreement at www.giraf2009.org.

Contact
Dr. Kristine Asch, 
GIRAF2009@bgr.de   or    Kristine.Asch@bgr.de 

Chair, IUGS Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information, 

Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR), 

Stilleweg 2, 30165 Hannover, Germany. 

Phone: +49-(0)511-643-3324; Fax: +49-(0)511-643-3782 


CB and AM, 5 June 2009

To contribute to eGY-Africa News, subscribe, or unsubscribe, contact the editors: � HYPERLINK "mailto:cebarton@gmail.com.au" ��cebarton@gmail.com.au� and � HYPERLINK "mailto: alemmeb@googlemail.com " �� alemmeb@googlemail.com�





Past newsletters can be downloaded from: �HYPERLINK "http://www.egy.org/egyafrica.php"��http://www.egy.org/egyafrica.php�





We thank the Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics, University of Colorado for providing and maintaining the website and IUGG for supporting eGY-Africa.

















