eGY Meeting at Boulder Colorado

February 14-15, 2005


MINUTES   V.3

February 24, 2005, Bill Peterson, eGY Secretary

Attendance

Alex Young
Virtual Solar Observatory, NASA/GSFC
 Tuesday only

Barbara Thompson
IHY, NASA

Bill Peterson
eGY Secretary, LASP

Bob Engdahl
Pres. IASPEI (Seismology and Phys Earth’s Interior)  Mon am CU

Charlie Barton
ANU, IAGA

Chris Fox
NGDC
Oceangeorpaher
Monday only

Dan Baker
eGY Chair, LASP

David Clark
NGDC, WDC Panel asst dir NGDC

Emilie Drobnes
E/PO for IHY    GSFC

Emily CoBabe-Ammann E/PO for eGY, LASP

Eric Kihn
NGDC, SPIDR, CODATA WG Virtual Laboratories/eGY

Herb Kroehl
CODATA WG Virtual Laboratories/eGY)

Jeff Love
USGS, Golden (Geomagnetism)  


JoAnn Joselyn
IUGG

Monday am only

Joe Davila
IHY

Arriving mid-morning Monday

Marissa Russinek
Website, Newsletter

Mark Parsons
NSIDC

Mary Hill
IAHS hydrology….International commission for ground water

Mike Chinnery
WDC Panel Treasurer   Chair

Paul Berkman
UC, IPY   Arctic UCSB, 

Roy Jenne
NCAR, IAMAS ocean /atmosphere/ high atmosphere

Steve Nerem  
IAG  (replacing John Wahr)  CU  

Stuart Sipkin
USGS, Golden (WDC Seismology)
Monday 

Susan McLean
NGDC

Monday

Volodya Papitashvili
U.Michigan, NSF, IPY  

A set of handouts was prepared and distributed by web before the meeting:   In addition to the agenda, these handouts included the eGY_PLAN, the draft eGY Charter, a draft outreach plan, a 

 Draft Communications Plan, a list of “Bodies to Liaise With”, a compilation of  eGY_Participants, a draft  eGY Brochure, a draft eGY Flier, a preliminary list of Virtual Observatories and Systems, a draft agreement between the International Year of Planet Earth and eGY, a copy of the IHY poster, and some notes on international organizations. Alan Rodger (BAS) was extremely helpful in the development of the meeting plan and supporting documentation but was unable to attend the meeting.


Introductions and updates  (Dan Baker/Charlie Barton)
· Presentations on what eGY is and how it is organized were given.   These presentations will be captured in a set of power point presentations that can be used by all members of the eGY community and put on www.egy.org
· Action:  Charlie/Emily to construct presentations

· Action:  Marissa to put on the web.

The meeting subsequently diverged from order in the prepared agenda.  The order below retains the order in the original agenda, however.

eGY Committee Structure and Roles.   


After several individual discussions the following structure emerged and was agreed to.  It was noted that this structure replaces the IAGA IGY+50 Committee.   

Action.  Peterson to write a letter of thanks to the IAGA IGY+50 Committee in making the establishment of eGY possible 
	Body
	Position 
	Officer

	
	
	

	Secretariat
	ED
	Dan Baker

	
	Secretary
	Bill Peterson

	
	Communications Manager
	Marissa Rusinek

	
	Newsletter Editor
	Marissa Rusinek

	
	Media PR
	Emily (interim)

	
	Funding manager?
	

	
	
	

	
	VO Census
	V. Papitashvili

	
	
	

	International Cmte
	Chair
	Charlie Barton

	
	Co-Chair (Dual Function)
	Dan

	
	
	

	
	WDC Panel
	Ferris Webster?

	
	CODATA
	Herb Kroehl/Bob Chen/ Liu Chuang (China) 

	
	Geo Unions  (2)
	TBD

	
	NOAA/NGDC EC Rep
	If significant financial support is provided

	
	IYPE liaison
	Ed de Mulder

	
	IPY liaison
	Alan Rodger transitioning to the Data Comm Chair when selected

	
	IHY liaison
	Barbara Thompson

	
	CAWSES liaison
	

	
	EPO
	Emily CoBabe-Ammann

Emilie Drobnes

	
	Agencies (2)
	

	
	Societies (2)
	

	
	Working Group Chairs 
	

	
	
	

	Geog. Reps
	National CODATA Committees
	

	
	Africa
	

	
	Australia
	Charlie Barton

Ray Norris

	
	South and Central America
	

	
	Europe
	

	
	Russia
	

	
	Middle East
	

	
	Japan
	Y Kamide

	
	Asia
	

	
	China
	Liu Chuang (China)

	
	India
	

	
	North America
	Bill Peterson

	
	China
	

	
	Taiwan
	Jann-Feng Liu (Tiger)

	Working Groups
	
	

	
	Data Integration and Knowledge Discovery
	Paul (Chair)

Mark Parsons

David Clark

Herb Kroehl

Eric Kihn

Volodya Paptashvili

Joe Davila

	
	Virtual Observatory Survey


	V. Papitashvili (Chair)

Aaron Roberts, GSFC

	
	Best Practices and Standards
	Herb Kroehl (Chair)

Eric Kihn

Mark Parsons

Jeff Love

	
	EPO
	Emily CoBabe-Amman (Chair)

Emilie Drobnes

	
	Capacity Building


	TBD

	
	Global Observations
	TBD

	
	Data Rescue
	TBD

	
	Other eGY theme topics
	TBD

	Special Responsibilities
	

	
	Integration with Social Sciences
	Mark Parsons

	
	IAHS
	Mary Hill

	
	IAMAS
	Roy Jenne


 Funding – current status and plans  


Chris Fox reported that his request from NOAA Headquarters for $200k per year for 4 years to support eGY has been submitted and met with an initial roadblock.  Funding from NSF and NASA is contingent on the NOAA funding.   On the positive side we have small IAGA and IUGG grants in place and will be submitting a modest ($50k) request to ICSU before March 1.  In addition NOAA has agreed to provide office space for the eGY International Office. Marissa Rusinek and Bill Peterson will be provided offices and computer access.


Action:  Dan Baker to continue to pursue NOAA and other sources of operating funds.


Emily CoBabe-Amman presented a very ambitious Education and Public Outreach Plan (EPO) requiring ~2M$ over four years to implement.  She presented a strategy to obtain the funds to support this effort from foundations and private individuals.


Action: Emily provide a short description of the EPO plan for the eGY Newsletter


Paul Bergman noted the significant funding opportunities supporting data integration and knowledge discovery (DI/KD) activities.  He agreed to chair a working group focused on this topic and explore these funding opportunities to support the activities of the DI/KD working group. A copy of the presentation Paul made will be made available on www.egy.org in the near future.


Action: Paul to provide terms of reference for the DI/KD working group and a short newsletter description of them.

Emily noted that she was having difficulty finding students to apply for the $1,500 grant from the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) for web site development, because of restrictions on the grant.  

After much discussion it was decided to establish a working group on best practices based on the CODATA task group headed by Herb Kroehl and a Virtual Obseravatory (VO) Census lead by Volodya Papitashvili.   The logic was that almost all of the issues associated with building a good VO are the same, but at the same time it is important for us to identify and liase with as many VO’s as possible

Action:  Herb and Eric to provide draft terms of reference for the best practices WG for review.  They are to carefully consider the discussion we had about proper attribution of data sources in these terms of reference.

Action:  Jeff Love to contact Herb and Eric and provide names of possible eGY members who can supplement the working group, at no cost to CODATA.

Action: Volodya Papitashvili to provide a draft plan for assembling a VO Census.
We had a discussion of the draft eGY Charter.  Mark Parsons, and Paul Bergman noted that it was weak on Data discovery and knowledge integration and Emily noted it was weak on EPO.

Action: Mark, Paul, and Emily will provide drafts of modified charter language….keeping to the one page maximum that we want to retain.

Program Development

WDCs (Dave, Mike, Chris) 

Dave Clark reported on the WDC Panel meeting recently held in Germany.   Regrading eGY issues discussed at the meeting.  The WDC Panel recommended that 

· The WDC panel participate in eGY

· eGY expand its discipline base

· The WDC panel should develop certification criteria.

A discussion followed on the role of eGY in the certification process that identified the competing needs of certifying the world data canters as well as data centers set up by individual programs and investigators.  The resolution of these competing needs was referred to the working group on best practices as noted below.

Herb Kroehl reported on the recent CODATA meeting. CODATA is an very inter-disciplinary committee of ICSU addressing all fields of science and technology.  At their November meeting they adopted a resolution supporting eGY.  Herb and Eric Kihn are members of a CODATA task group on Virtual Laboratories  in Earth Physics and Environmental Sciences and set up a task group on best practices that includes both Herb and Eric Kihn from eGY.  This task group will be sponsoring a workshop this summer in Germany.
Seismology 

Bob Engdal and Stuart Simpkin reported on the various networks that Seismologists use.  In particular the IRIS facility managed out of Seattle by Tim Ahern (tim@iris.edu), and the international data center in Vienna managed by the UN for nuclear treaty verification.   The report showed that the seismology community is very well organized internally but not well set up to support cross disciplinary investigations.  The recent Tsunami identified several problems with the systems associated with a two-hour delay of data from certain countries.  On the positive side there are many lessons to be learned from the seismology community on setting standards for real time distribution of data.

Charlie Barton noted that in an ideal world data would be available on seismology, ocean depth, topography and demographics that could be used by hazard teams to evaluate and rank risks associated with tsunamis.  All agreed that cross-disciplinary distribution of data and information on this scale is the potential of e-science and the ultimate goal of eGY.

Dan Baker pointed out that it would be nice to have more examples such as the one above  of the potentials of e-science

*GEO*

David Clark gave us an overview of the various *GEO* groups that have formed as a direct result of the Earth Observation summit held in July 2003.  A modest meeting proposed by NSDIS was recognized as such a good idea it moved to the UN level involving 54 countries. The US representative is the NOAA Administrator.  Groups and data systems associated with this effort are numerus.  They include the Integrated Earth Observation System, The International Global Observing System of Systems (IGOSS), International Global Observing System, (IGOS), Group on Earth Observations (GEO)…etc.   It was noted that the data management section of the package handed out at the Earth Observation Summit III this week was only two pages long.  Clearly an opportunity for eGY.

NOAA is also involved on a *GEO* panel on data utilization.  In the follow on discussion, it was noted that the top down structure of the *GEO* organizations and data systems have resulted in both significant gaps in coverage and resistance to taking on new types of data.  It was recognized that eGY should work with the GEO community.



Geodesy 

Comments from Steve Nerem and Charlie

SN:  IAG runs several services (see website), which are well developed information systems with distributed data sources, so does not see the need for eGY to accomplish this. Open access issue solved… products like gravity field not done…. Geodesy hasn’t made products available….expand proliferation…. GRACE gravity in time…water moves…temporal cadence is inherently Interdisciplinary.. However, IAGA considers that other aspects of eGY merit IAG participations

Association of IUGG that is involved in any of the GEO*s

CB: nobody seems to have a comprehensive grasp of what all the GEO*s are and what they are doing. Perhaps there is a role for eGY here?

Oceanography

Chris Fox reported on his contacts to the Oceanography community.  They had heard of eGY but felt they were ahead in the e-science world.  In the subsequent discussion it was clear that the community had not reached the level where it is easy for understanding the use and value of the oceanographic data bases out side their community.

Outreach Program:  Emily Cobabe-Ammann outlined her ambitious plans for an ePO program that will be the subject of an upcoming eGY newsletter article. Basically the proposed plan is to build a parallel interface into several virtual observatories (VOs) and develop the tools and instructional programs to allow teachers to use these VO’s in the classroom. Emily pointed out that the significant costs associated with this effort would have to be underwritten by a major national donor or foundation. The group was impressed by the breadth of vision and potential for recognition in the program. Her plan was endorsed by the Committee.  Emily was selected as Chair of the Educational and Public Outreach Working Group.

Capacity Building:   We had a short discussion on Capacity Building.  It was agreed that eGY should work with the other I*Y’s on capacity building issues, but no lead person in eGY was identified.  Charlie Barton noted that he is planing to organize ???? as session at the Would SUMIT on the Information Society (WSIS) in Tunis next year which would be an ideal time for eGY to address capacity building issues such as the “digital divide”  Another possibility is to use the NOAA/SPIDR mirror sites in the developing world as part of a capacity building program.

Topics covered quickly:  

Communications and Marketing Plan 

Aim 

To establish a framework that promotes the eGY vision

To ensure that communications planning is an integral part of eGY 

To engage all key stakeholders

Emily and Charlie agreed to prepare a couple general purpose power point packages eGY participants could use in discussing eGY issues at meetings and informally.

Marissa agreed to prepare a Brochure and take over the Newsletter responsibilities from Voldya who assumed leadership of the VO census activity. Two versions—text only for circulation through mail lists; and two-column, visually appealing version for website for downloading and printing

Emily agreed to be the temporary press contact person.

Bill announced the three eGY logos that will be used from now on.  Marissa will incorporate them into the web and other media.

 Future meetings and timetable.  Bill and Charlie noted that there will be a special eGY e-science session at the Joint Assembly in New Orleans in late May. eGY will be organizing meetings in association with the the Joint assembly and the IAGA meeting in Toulouse in July.  Charlie is organizing a session at the World Sumitt on Information Science in Tunis in November.



Other items:

***Message to mail lists asking for items for calendar—attn. Bill***

***Message to mail lists asking about I*Y symposium and requesting response—attn. Bill***


March 2007—target date


Paris—target location

***Check all documents for IHY references and make sure “H” is Heliophysical not Heliospheric
***Master Calendar including other I*Y events

***Maintain and update eGY Plan document

***Work with other I*Y’s to get a UN Resolution for IGY+50

CB notes:  add to Stakeholder list “Decision Makers” and “Private Sector”

Finally we thank LASP for providing a reception on Monday evening.   

eGY Minutes
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