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Venue:
680 Hotel, Kenyatta Avenue Nairobi, Kenya. 
Partners  

· Association of Africa Universities

· International Council for Science - Regional Office for Africa 

· International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics – Geoscience in Africa

Sponsor:
ICSU 

Background

eGYAfrica was initiated during the Electronic Geophysical Year (eGY) as a self-help effort to improve internet access in research and education institutions in Africa (see: www.egy.org/egyafrica.php). Fibre-optic cable installation in and around Africa is greatly improving internet access, yet the digital divide problem in Africa persists and the divide is widening. Despite the open-access benefits of the internet in science and elsewhere, all too often Africa scientists and others are marginalized from mainstream developments elsewhere in the world. Paradoxically, it is widely acknowledged that achievement of the Millennium Development Goals identified for Africa is conditional on having a vigorous, effective, and affordable research and education sector. 

Objectives

The Workshop will bring together scientists and teachers who share a common desire to improve internet access in research and education institutions in Africa. The meeting will serve to 

· Raise awareness about the digital divide problem, its impact on development in Africa, and the benefits of internet access
· Review the status of internet and NREN (National Research & Education Network) development in Africa – progress, plans, and problems 

· Introduce newcomers to eGYAfrica

· Review and revise the eGYAfrica strategy and work plan 

· Provide a focus for developing national action groups

· Strengthen our network of people with common interest in reducing the digital divide and NREN development

· Explore collaborative arrangements with other organizations and programs committed to reducing the digital divide in Africa.

· Identify funding opportunities and patrons.

Scope

Topics to be covered will include, but are not limited to the following:

· What is eGYAfrica? What is its goal and how will it get there?

· Internet access in research and education institutions in Africa.

· The Digital Divide; PingER survey to measure Internet performance, and the eGYAfrica questionnaire survey

· NREN development in Africa – now and planned.

· Case histories of efforts in individual institutions and countries to secure adequate internet access - successes and problems encountered 

· Programs of agencies that are addressing the digital divide issue in Africa

· Policy statements and resolutions

· Strategies for improving internet access in institutions

· Recommendations for action - establishment of national groups, cooperation among groups, information sharing, next steps, …

Program Outline

   Wed 24 Oct. 
Assemble. Informal social gathering.

   Thu 25 Oct. 
Introductions, presentations, national and other reports.

Internet access, Digital Divide, PingER, NREN developments.

   Fri 26 Oct. 
Partnerships and cooperation, policy review, planning, publicity, elections, funding.

Registration

The registration fee is USD30 (Kenya shillings 2,250), which does not include the cost of accommodation and meals. The cost of bed and breakfast at the 680 Hotel is USD80 per night for conference participants. ICSU has provided funds to support the workshop. Please notify the organizing committee if you would like to attend, and specify what level of support you will need. Financial support will be distributed so as to encourage as many people as possible to attend from a wide geographical distribution. 

Organizing Committee

Prof. Paul Baki,  
Local Organising Committee Chair

Dept. Technical & Applied Physics, 

Kenya Polytechnic University College, 

P.O Box 52428, 

00200 Nairobi, Kenya.

Email: paulbaki@gmail.com
Prof. Victor Chukwuma, 
Chair of eGYAfrica

Department of Physics,

Olabisi Onaibajo University, Nigeria. 

Email: victorchukwuma@yahoo.com,
Dr. Alem Mebrahtu, 
Secretary of eGYAfrica

Department of Physics

Adigrat University

Adigrat, Ethiopia
Email: alemmeb@gmail.com
Dr. Charles Barton,  

International Liaison officer

Research School of Earth Sciences

Australian National University, Australia 

Email:cebarton@gmail.com 
Further information

Visit the eGYAfrica website:  www.egy.org/egyafrica.php 
Contact members of the Organizing Committee
eGYAfrica 2012: Better Internet Connectivity for Research and Education in Africa
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