Charter of the Electronic Geophysical Year, 2007-2008

The eGY will provide a cooperative international environment to help revolutionise geophysical data availability and access worldwide, making use of the capabilities offered by modern digital communications and information management practices. 

To these ends eGY will promote 

· The universal access by everyone to geoscientific data and the removal of restrictions and practices that impede this 

· The establishment of virtual observatories 

· Data preservation by making old data accessible and preserving existing data
· The identification of available data, archives, analysis tools and formatting information; 

· The development and implementation of data standards and their certification

In so doing eGY will actively develop

· Capacity building, especially developing countries
· Education and public outreach
· International cooperation 
The direct benefits of eGY will be 

· Increased capacity of individual and groups to address much more effectively the pressing, fundamental science questions, especially those involving an interdisciplinary earth system science approach
· Improved access to real-time or near real-time for practical applications

The legacy of eGY will be

· Enhanced data availability
· New levels of freedom of data and information and hence equal rights for all

· Increased scientific capacity

· Improved understanding of geosciences 
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