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Polar Mesospheric Clouds (PMCs) occupy the coldest region of the 
atmosphere, located about 50 miles above the Earth. Also known as 
noctilucent or “night shining”, these eerily beautiful clouds form and are 
visible close to the poles of Earth. In recent years, they have been 
increasing in number and duration, and are visible at lower latitudes than 
previously seen, leading scientists to speculate that they may be a signal of 
global warming. The NASA AIM mission, launched on April 25, 2007, is the 
first satellite mission dedicated to understanding more about these clouds 
and how and why they are changing. Dr. Rusch will put the mission into 
historical perspective and present early results from each of the instruments.
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