
Objective:  Participate in science and identify parts of the scientific method. 
 

Planet Hunters 
 
 

1. Go to http://www.planethunters.org.  Click on “Start hunting for planets.” 
2. Follow the directions on the right in the white thought bubble for the tutorial. 
3. Practice finding transits.  Click the plus button and drag the box to mark them. 
4. How did you do?  How many were there and how many did you find?  _____________ 
5. Once you have finished the tutorial, click “Login” at the top of the screen.  Create an 

account using your school email address. 
6. Once you have logged in, go back to planethunters.org 
7. Analyze five stars.  For each star record whether it is variable or quiet, along with the 

type of star, visual magnitude, temperature, and radius.  If it is variable, record whether it 
is regular, irregular, or pulsating.  Finally record if it has any transits and if so, how many. 

a. Star 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Star 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Star 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Star 4: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

e. Star 5: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Did you observe any patterns?  If any, what were they? 
 
 
9.  Next, go to http://kepler.nasa.gov/education/resources/KeplerInBrief/.  How does Kepler 
detect a planet?  What is the purpose of this mission? 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Can you identify how the Kepler Mission is using different parts of the scientific method?  
(You may need to explore the website kepler.nasa.gov).   


