Juan Fontenla died at home in Simpsonville, SC on January 11, 2018 while surrounded by his wife
Graciela and his two sons Santiago and Juan. He was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and he complet-
ed his Ph.D. in Physics in 1986 from the University of Buenos Aires. He has worked on solar instrumenta-
tion and astrophysical plasma models at the Institute for Astronomy and Space Physics (IAFE, Buenos
Aires, Argentina), NASA Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC, Huntsville, AL), NCAR High Altitude Obser-
vatory (HAO, Boulder, CO), University of Colorado Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics (LASP,
Boulder, CO), and NorthWest Research Associates (NWRA, Boulder, CO). He has made numerous contri-
butions to the study of the sun and stars during his 37-year career. Even during his time working on
commercial software development in 1996-2002, he created his sophisticated model of the solar radia-
tion that he named the Solar Radiation Physical Model (SRPM). He is perhaps best known for the SRPM
and the application of this model for studying the solar spectral irradiance variability for the NASA
Solar Radiation and Climate Experiment (SORCE) mission. He is a member of the American Geophysical
Union (AGU), the American Astronomical Society (AAS), and the International Astronomical Union (IAU).
You can post condolences for his family and friends at his obituary website at:
https://cannonbyrd.com/john-manuel-fontenla/ .
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FIG. 3. Average disk intensity spectra FIG. 5. Computed spectrum (solid line) for the quiet Sun (model C) Wavelength (nm)
of the frst two Balmer lines: calculat- (upper panel) at disk center between 5000 and 5008 A and
ed (solid line) and observed (dashed (lower panel) the detailed proBles between 5005.2 and 5006.4 A . Figure 12. Computed SSI relative variability, at 0.1 nm resolution, due to solar
line). Intensity is in ergs cm2 51 A1, The dashed line shows the observed spectrum (Debouille et al. 1981) surface activity (from maximum to minimum solar activityg, and the ozone
normalized to match the computed continuum intensity. Intensity absorption cross-section in the Hartley band (scaled by 107! cmz).
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