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Revision History:  …,CB0822,VP,PF0827,CB1105,JA1106,JJ1106,DC1107

Aim

Provide a focus and sustainable organization structure that supports IUGG science through integrate information science activities. This will be done by building on the foundation established during the current Electronic Geophysical Year (eGY), carrying on certain functions of eGY) after its completion in December 2008, and adding some new functions.

Name for the Commission

Possible names proposed are:

1. UC for Data and Information

2. UC for Geoinformatics

3. UC for Earth and Space Science Informatics

4. UC for Data

5. UC for Data Science

6. Any other name?

(please send your preference to cebarton@gmail.com )

Business area

· data science

· informatics for the Earth and Space sciences; geoinformatics

· distributed data systems; virtual observatories; virtual libraries; virtual research communities; virtual organizations…

· open access to data and information

· data semantics and ontologies; 

· data models; metadata & metadata standards; markup languages; 

· data discovery; data mining

· data management best practice

· modelling, simulation, assimilation and algorithms as an information science

· cyber-infrastructure technologies for e-science (grids, sensorwebs, HPC simulation, visualization, …)

· …….

Functions of the Commission

Within the above business area,

1. provide a focus within IUGG, spanning all the eight Associations and inter-Association bodies

2. connect IUGG and its scientists to other bodies/agencies/initiatives (ICSU, CODATA, WDCs, FAGS, GEO-GEOSS, CEOS-WGISS, AGU, EGU, AOGS, GSA, JPGS, ….)

3. advocate and facilitate better data and information systems, better data management practices, and informatics as a growth area of science

4. raise awareness among scientists of the opportunities and benefits of modern data & information systems, and good data management practices

5. increase the profile and status of data science (informatics) among funding bodies/committees and decision makers – through better rewards for data providers and data scientists

6. participate in setting international data policy, best practice, and conventions/standards - governance and endorsement of practices, standards and conventions

7. provide a forum and participate in the world-wide interchange of peer expertise in Earth and Space Science Informatics

Activities

Sessions at Assemblies and major conferences

Workshops

Talks, lectures

Publications – articles, promotional literature

Website; newsletter?

Expand the list of signatories to the Declaration for an Earth & Space Science Information Commons; broaden is parentage to ICSU, IAU, IUGG-CGI, CODATA, AGU, WGISS, … to become a more general data manifesto.

Liaise with related data and information bodies and forums

Commission officers and liaisons

MEMBERSHIP: one member from each Association

LIAISONS: appoint liaisons officers for 

Each Geounion: IAU, IGU, IUGS-CGI, ISPRS, INQUA, IUSS, URSI


Societies: AGU ESSI, EGU ESSI, AOGS, GSA


A member at large to represent smaller unions/ regions?


GxOSs, GCOS, …? 


GEO (probably from the Data and Architecture Committee)


ICSU bodies: CODATA, SCOSTEP, SCAR, WDC Panel, FAGS

Next steps

Consult the eGY Team to refine this proposal

Consult the Associations and get feedback

Consult the Geo-unions and get feedback

Consult other liaising bodies and get feedback

Identify officers willing to serve

Submit proposal to IUGG

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK TO:  cebarton@gmail.com 
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