Proposal for a new CODATA Working Group

Title: eGY Earth and Space Science Data Interoperability

Objectives. The objective of the Working Group (WG) is to promote the establishment and usage of modern and open data access standards and help to develop efficient ways to achieve interoperability. The WG will promote free and open access to metadata exchange and integration worldwide.  

Vision.  That we have an Earth and space science information commons for the benefit of scientists and society as a whole.

Functions of the WG.

1. Provide an international framework and forum for Earth and space science informatics activities, with emphasis on bringing together people from around the world with common interests

2. Contribute to the development of interoperability methodologies

3. Provide a mechanism for continuation of eGY principals and activities beyond the end of eGY in December 2008

4. Broaden the scope and effectiveness of eGY results

5. Collaborate with national and international bodies with informatics agendas to promote greater cooperation.

6. Liaise with the proposed IUGG Commission for Earth and Space Science Informatics to develop a complementary work program. (IUGG provides good access to the Scientific Associations, and the Geounions; CODATA provides good access to a broader informatics community and ICSU. eGY considers that both bodies are needed to get the best result.)

Scope. The WG will be concerned principally with Earth and space science data. The latter is data relevant to Earth system studies (e.g., solar, planetary, and solar-terrestrial phenomena), and remote sensing.  The WG will promote metadata exchange and integration worldwide for such data, and include metadata for analogue information.

Activities.

1. Support an eGY Earth System Informatics summit in 2008

2. Plan the eGY program and events for the CODATA 2008 Conference

3. Support and promote the eGY Declaration

4. Host an expand the program of “showcase” demonstrations of  information systems that exemplify eGY principals, and continue this after the end of eGY

5. Give presentations at conferences and workshops on eGY themes

6. Contribute articles to scientific journals, the CODATA electronic journal, and newsletters

7. Maintain the eGY website (CODATA identification and link to CODATA website included) after the end of eGY. 
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