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         EGU Vienna, 2-7 April 2006

Report  to the eGY Community

by Peter Fox and Charlie Barton

The EGU meeting was well organized, in modern facilities at the Vienna Conference Center, and ran smoothly. About 7800 people registered.

Apart from the eGY program, there was little coverage of informatics, modern data systems (virtual/distributed), e-Science, or GEOSS.

Education and Public Outreach (EPO)  and Capacity Building were well represented during the meeting, with several excellent sessions, including a Union Session on Geosciences in Africa. 

IPY, Planet Earth, and IUGG each had booths, and each kindly provided space for advertising material for eGY.

eGY-related program 

eGY organized the Union Session US4: Better or Best Practices for Virtual Observatories and Distributed Data Systems (conveners: Peter Fox and Bob Bentley), and contributed to other sessions. Presentations of particular interest to the eGY community are listed in Appendix-A below. A selection of presentations are being placed on the eGY website:

IPY

IPY was the subject of a Union Session: “The International Polar Year 2007-2008: The Emerging Framework”, convened by Cynan Ellis-Evans and Dave Carlson. Mark Parsons and Taco de Bruin gave an oral: “Data Management for the International Polar Year”

Mark Parsons ran a Town Hall meeting that informed everyone of the strategy formulated at the Cambridge Workshop for the IPY Data and Information System, which will be a union of distributed data systems that serve particular projects and groups

Informatics in EGU

· EGU lacks a focus for informatics. At the behest of eGY, a Town Hall meeting will be held at EGU 2007 to assess demand and plan a way forward if support is sufficient.

· The Geophysical Instruments Division of EGU is willing to carry Informatics and is proposing a session for EGU2007 titled: Geoinformatics: distributed data and information systems – technologies and applications. Conveners:  B. Ritschel, P. Fox.

· Charlie and Peter invaded the Hydroinformatics business meeting – they focus on computer intelligence, new technique development, model integration, neural networks, data assimilation, and computational methods. The Hydroinformatics sub-division of EGU Hydrology favours a separate Union session: Informatics in the Geosciences, with each EGU Division (or sub-division/technical committee) invited to present on informatics in their respective areas.

· Side note: Peter to invite AGU Hydrology to participate in Earth and Space Science Informatics at AGU in the Fall as they organized an Informatics session last December.

National committees for eGY

· Bernd Ritschel (GFZ, Potsdam) is starting an eGY group in Germany.

· Talks were held with Stefano Orsini (Instituto di Fisica dello Spazio Interplanetario, Rome) about the Italian eGY group being started by Mauro Messerotti (Trieste Astronomical Observatory) and supported by Maurizio Candidi (IFSI, Rome).

· A person to lead a group in France is yet to be identified, and lead persons in other European countries are needed.

1st July 2007 Event

IPY and Planet Earth wish join eGY (and IHY) for an event in Perugia to mark the 50-year anniversary of the start of IGY. A committee is being formed to organize the event:

Agreed:

Michael Kuhn, Chair (IGY+50)

Emily CoBabe-Ammann (eGY)

Werner Janoschek (Planet Earth)

Bob Bindschadler (IPY)

Mark McCaffrey (IPY Education and Outreach)

Roland Schlich (EGU; films of IGY; served in Antarctica during IGY)

To be invited:

Barbara Thompson (IHY and IGY-Gold)

Paola Rozzoli, or nominee  (Local Organising Committee for IUGG

Earth Exploration Toolbook

Earth Exploration Toolbook is an Earth science education resource available through the internet. It comprises a series of chapters on topics, with a scalable structure that allows others to add chapters. It is run by TERC, Massachusetts; contact: tamara_ledley@terc.edu. The Toolbook has no competitors as far as we know.

The Toolbook appears to be suitable as an EPO  outlet for all the I*Ys. IPY (Dave Carlson & Mark McCaffrey) and IYPE (Werner Janoschek) favour us all using it (CB to tell Emily and IHY).

Mark McCaffrey is liaising with someone from the Netherlands to translate a chapter (designed for a US curriculum) into a Dutch context. Carlo Laj has agreed to do likewise for France (Charlie to follow up with Carlo and Tamara).

IPY-DIS showcase demonstration

Mark Parsons, Dave Carlson, and Cynan Ellis-Evans agreed that a showcase was needed for IPY to demonstrate to IPY scientists the value of a Virtual Observatory environment. This can be added to the eGY list of eGY showcases and used for the traveling VO showcase circus. Mark McCafffrey is willing to help, and suggested a Boulder follow-up meeting. The current Aurora education-VO use-case that Emily and Peter are working on is of interest to IPY as well. IPY has extensive language translation requirements (60 languages). We probably need to consider a few main translations for some of our showcase projects/use-cases, etc. 

“e-Africa”.  

Charlie started enquiries with Maarten de Wit (U. Capetown), Paul Dirks (U. WITS), and Félix Toteu (Cameroon, Chair Geol. Soc. Africa) to find out what role eGY might serve usefully in Africa. Boosting cyber-infrastructure in Africa is an obvious candidate. Any information about what is already being done and suggestions about how eGY could be used to help are welcome.

Peter Fox and Charlie Barton

22-May-2006
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APPENDIX A:  Sessions of particular interest to the eGY community

Ask Peter Fox or Charlie Barton is you would like a copy of any abstracts.

Union Session US4: Better or Best Practices for Virtual Observatories and Distributed Data Systems (Peter Fox and Bob Bentley)

· The Electronic Geophysical Year 2007-2008: an e-Geoscience opportunity (oral), C. Barton , D Baker, M Parson & the eGY Team.

· Exploring OGC service wrappers for integrating distributed earth-system science resources (oral), Andrew Wolf, et al.

· Beyond data discover – enhancing space physics VOs with analysis and vizualisation capabilities (poster), J Vandegriff, A Roberts 

· Integrated web-mapping solution for distributed data (poster). A Schafer et al. 

· VITMO: a Virtual Observatory for the Ionosphere-Mesosphere-Thermosphere community (poster). D Morrison, D Bilitza et al. 

· Solar-Terrestrial ontology development (poster). D. McGuinness, Peter Fox et al. 

· Scientific Virtual Observatories Working for Education? (oral) Emily CoBabe-Ammann given by Peter  Fox

· The Virtual Solar Terrestrial Observatory: status and plans (poster). Peter Fox 

Union Session US3: “The International Polar Year 2007-2008: The Emerging Framework”, (Cynan Ellis-Evans and Dave Carlson)

· The development Framework of IPY, 2007-2008. D Carlson

· Data Management for the International Polar Year (solicited) M Parsons, T de Bruin

· Plates & Gates: Plate tectonics and polar gateways in Earth history – a lead project for the IPY 2007-2008 (solicited) A Haywood, K Gohl

· Exploring Antarctic subglacial lake environments during the International Polar Year 2007-2008 (solicited) J C Ellis-Evans. 

· ICESTAR – A connection between IHY and IPY. N Ostgard, K Kauristie, A Weatherwax

Education sessions ES5, ES8, and elsewhere
· The eGY Education and Outreach: Creating a Virtual Educational Space that Pushes the Envelope for Connecting Teachers and Students to Data (poster). Emily CoBabe-Ammann; Peter Fox 
· Creating a Virtual Educational Space that Pushes the Envelope for Connecting Teachers and Students to Data  (oral & poster). CoBabe-Ammann, E.; Fox, P.  The eGY Education and Outreach Working Group 

· Bringing Megacity Environmental Impacts to a Global Community of Learners and Educators on the World Wide Web through Windows to the Universe. R Johnson and the MILAGRO Education Team.

· Broadening access to science events by using the internet. B Hassler
· Building capacity of global geoscientific workforce through Japan-ASEAN university network. Watanabe, K.; Uchino, K.; Karnawati, D.; Pramumijoyo, S.; Hendrayana, H.; Imai, A.; Setijadji, L.D.; Harijoko, A.; Warmada, I.W.

· CIRES support for IPY education, outreach and communications coordination and community-building (oral and poster). M McCaffrey, J Beitler, S Buhr, S Lynds. 

· Providing High Performance Computing Infrastructure for Climate and Integrated Water Resources Research in Sub-Saharan Africa. J D Intsiful, C Onime, F Allotey.

· Space Weather Monitors Around the World: An Education Program of the IHY 2007 UNBSSI (poster). D Scherrer,, M Rabello-Soares,  C Morrow, U Inan, P Scherrer.
· Teleducation: Opportunities for Expanding Educational Resources in the Developing World through Real-Time Interactive Classes. Macko, S.A.; Faulkner, J.; Schmitz, R. ; Hunt, C.; Szuba, T.

· The Earth Exploration Toolbook and DLESE Data Services Workshops: Mechanisms to facilitate effective use of the international scientific years data by students and teachers (oral & poster). T S Ledley, L Dahlman, C McAuliffe, B Domenico, M R Taber.
· The GLOBE program in Hungary. Weidinger, T.; Kalapos, T.; Gyuro, Gy.; Dori, I.; Orgovanyi, A.; Victor, A.

· The International Heliophysical Year (IHY): Update on the Education and Public Outreach Program – A Global Approach (oral+poster). M Rabello-Soares, C Morrow.
· 2007: The International Heliophysical Year - a great opportunity for expanding the education and public awareness of Space and Earth Sciences. M. C. Rabello Soares

· Training and Education in ACCENT - the European Network of Excellence in Atmospheric Composition Change. E Schuepbach.

GEOSS-related presentations

· IGACO-O3: The First Step in Implementing IGACO (Poster). A. Mälkki, L. Backman, A. Lindfors, T. Riihisaari, J. Tamminen, A. Tanskanen (1), K. Virolainen and G. Braathen. 

· The International Altimetry Service (IAS) - Servicing Interdisciplinary Earth Science and Applications (Poster). W. Bosch, C.K. Shum, P. Woodworth, and G. Mitchum

Other eGY-related presentations:

· The new ISDC Portal – unique access to CHAMP and GRACE products (oral), Bernd Ritschel & ISDC Team. 

· Real Time Seismic Data Transmission Used by Slovenian Seismic Network. P Sincic, I Tasic

· Environmental Sensors Linked to Cyber-Networks – a New Dimension for Hydroinformatics. D Loucks.

· The EU SPICE Project: a Digital Library with Codes and Training Material in Computational Seismology. H. Igel, J.-P. Vilotte, P. Moczo, R. Barsch, M. Stupazzini, E. Vye.

· GEO-GRID - A community grid for the earth- and environmental sciences. J. Klump, P. Köhler, R. Häner and J. Wächter
· UAMPY: a contribution to the ICESTAR/IHY activities for the International Polar Year 2007-2008. L. Alfonsi, G. De Franceschi, P.J. Cilliers, M. Materassi, C.N. Mitchell, V. Romano, S. Skone, P. Spalla, A.W. Wernik.

· GPS scintillation monitoring in Antarctica: first campaign at the Italian station “Mario Zucchelli” V. Romano, L. Alfonsi, G. De Franceschi 

· Polar upper atmosphere monitoring by ground based Stations. G. De Franceschi, L. Alfonsi, V. Romano 
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APPENDIX-B:  ADDRESSES

Dr Tamara Shapiro Ledley
tamara_ledley@terc.edu 

Senior Scientist

TERC

2067 Massachusetts Ave
Tel: 617-873 9658; 

Cambridge MA 02140

Fax: 617-349 3535

(Earth Exploration Toolbook)

Dr Rhian Salmon

r.a.salmon@bas.ac.uk 

Atmospheric Chemistry

Bristish Antarctic Survey (NERC)

High Cross,

Maddingly Road

Tel:  +44-1223 22297

Cambridge,  CB3 0ET   UK
Fax: +44-1223 1279

 (IPY EPO officer)

S. Félix Toteu


sftoteu@yahoo.fr 
President, Geological Society of Africa

Centre for Geological and Mining Research

B.P. 333

Garoua

CAMEROON

Tel:  +237-994 8341; Tel/Fax: +237-227 1482;  Mb: +237 980 4603

Dr Carlo  Laj


laj@eole.cfr.cnrs-gif.fr 
CEA – CNRS


carlo.laj@cfr.cnrs-gif.fr
Avenue de la Terrase,  Batiment 12

91198 Gif sur Yvette Cedex,  
Tel:  +33-16982 3538 / 791   

FRANCE


Fax: +33-16982 3568

Mark S. McCaffrey

mark.mccaffrey@colorado.edu
Science Communications

CIRES Education & Outreach
Tel: +1 303 735 3155
Campus Box 449 
University of Colorado

Boulder, CO 80309
USA

Charlie Barton  

charles.barton@anu.edu.au 

Research School of Earth Sciences

Australian National University
Tel:  +61 2 6125 4833

Canberra  ACT 0200

Tel:  +61 2 7273 7477

AUSTRALIA

Peter Fox 


pfox@ucar.edu 

Chief Computational Scientist

High Altitude Observatory HAO/NCAR

P.O. Box 3000, 

Boulder, CO 80307-3000 USA


Tel: +1-303-497-1511, Fax: +1-303-497-1589
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