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Summary of outcomes

The meeting attracted 33 participants drawn from a strong community of eGY participants and supporters, and a small number of newcomers (fewer than in 2006). eGY is clearly becoming recognised and is seen to be adding value. The meeting benefited from the serious commitment of the participants and was successful in achieving its main objectives of raising awareness of what is happening on the world scene and laying the foundations for the eGY activities through to December 2008 (the end of eGY) and beyond. 

International Participation

International participation is expanding rapidly. Delegates from Australia, Canada, Russia, Germany (Europe) as well as the US participated. The international bodies represented covered CEOS-WGISS, CODATA, FAGS, IAGA, IHY, IPY, IUGG, IUGS-CGI, IYPE, and the WDC Panel. 

Earth and Space Science Informatics Summit

The Australian Geoinformatics group (SEEGrid) and IUGS’s CGI (which runs the One Geology program) have suggested that eGY hold an Earth & Space Science Informatics Summit. eGY agreed to carry this forward by approaching key players:  AGU-ESSI, EGU’s emerging ESSI community, US National Geoinformatics Group, GSA Informatics Division, GEO/GEOSS (Data & Architecture), CEOS-WGISS, CODATA-GICSI, and others. The proposed style of the meeting will be similar to the Celimontana meeting in Rome that established cooperation among the I*Ys (invitation only to program leaders; identify what each can give and what each wants from cooperation; declare intentions and next steps). Possible venues are Celimontana or Edinburgh. Possible date:  March or April 2008.

Note: eGY sees informatics as the science and engineering of the interface between users who need access to data, information, and services (e.g., research scientists or decision makers) and cyber infrastructure systems. Thus informatics encompasses the development of distributed data systems, virtual observatories, interoperability protocols, semantics, development of data models and markup languages, data assimilation, and so on.

CODATA Working Group

Our closer engagement with CODATA is reflected in the participation by Bob Chen, CODATA Secretary General. The meeting approved an eGY proposal to the CODATA Executive to establish a new Working Group called “eGY Earth and Space Science Data Interoperability”. The roles of the WG are to provide a focus for interoperability activities within CODATA and to support eGY activities and continue appropriate functions of eGY beyond December 2008. Details are in Appendix-B. 

Union Commission for Earth and Space Science Informatics (eGY derived)

JoAnn Joselyn (IUGG Secretary General) proposed that a Union Commission be formed within IUGG to continue the Earth & space science informatics development and coordination functions initiated through eGY. This will give IUGG a platform for intra- and inter-Union activities beyond the close of eGY. The meeting considered the Union Commission and the CODATA WG to be complimentary and expected them to work together - the IUGG accesses the eight Scientific Associations); CODATA accesses the broad data science community, with connections to initiatives for open access to publications, intellectual property rights, information commons, and so on. 

Course on Data Management

A course on data science and data management is being considered by Ron Weaver at the University of Colorado and simultaneously by Ray Walker at the University of California in Los Angeles. The meeting applauded this initiative and considered that this is a development that should be introduced widely. Arrangements are underway to make the course openly available as a template for others to use. eGY can be used to promote the introduction of such courses.

NAS engagement
Dan Baker and Keith Turner are taking steps to engage the US National Academies in data management issues of concern to eGY. Ten years ago the CODMAC report addresses such issues. This is a timely occasion to revive interest in the same issues.  

Growth of showcase demos

The showcase demonstrations that illustrate the capabilities of modern distributed data systems are becoming a success story. We have a strong nucleus of demonstrations and are having no trouble attracting additional contributions. The showcases were identified as an eGY functions that should be continued via the Union Commission and the CODATA WG. Bill Peterson is the custodian. 

Marketing 

A schedule of publications and articles in newsletters was agreed. Physics Today has solicited a major high-level article. A general article promoting eGY principles is being written for EOS, and well as a provocative piece to stimulate dialog about the need for a reward system to recognise the growing contribution of data scientists and data providers in the achievement of scientific outcomes. A monograph on Virtual Observatories will be prepared as a part of the Virtual Observatories in Geosciences Conference to be held in June. A summary eGY publication in CODATA Data Science Journal or other informatics journal was also discussed.
ICSU’s SCID

Peter Fox will represent eGY on ICSU’s Committee for Scientific Information and Data. SCID is asked to consider the recommendations of the PAA review on Data and information and make data policy recommends to ICSU, covering such issues as the future of the WDCs, the WDC Panel, and FAGS.  
WDC future

The future role of the WDCs was discussed. Views ranged widely, from predicting a growing demand for WDCs for data preservation to the complete opposite -  no demand and reliance on distributed centres. A task group (Kathy Fontaine, Peter Fox, and Charlie Barton) agreed to draw up a list of eGY recommendations for circulation and comment. The task group does not include WDC staff, but their input is essential. If we can agree, this document will be presented to the WDC Panel, SCID, and the WDC Directors’ meeting in Bremen, 7-9 May 2007. Your views are needed – please send them to the task group.

Conferences

Union sessions, scientific sessions, booths, showcase demonstrations, and Town Hall meetings are planned at major international conferences (refer to www.egy.org). Two specialist eGY meetings of note are

(1) The Virtual Observatories in Geoscience (VOiG) Conference, 12-15 June 2007 in Denver, USA (http://www.egy.org/VOiG).

(2) The “50th anniversary of IGY and eGY: results after 50 Years” conference at Suzdal, Russia, 16-19 Sep 2007.

We are still lacking a conference manager to coordinate activities at conferences and monitor deadlines.   

IPYDIS - the IPY Data and Information Service

The IPY Data Management and Policy Subcommittee has developed an IPY data policy and is seeking to ensure adequate data handling capabilities are in place as the Year develops. Mark Parsons co-chairs the IPY Data Committee and is leading the overall IPY data management initiative in the context of eGY. Volodya Papitashvili is the eGY representative. The IPY Data M & P Committee has recently been recognized as a CODATA task group.

July 7th events, Perugia

These events will be held at several venues in Perugia during the afternoon and evening of Saturday July 7th.  The University Cloisters will be used for eGY Demonstration Projects and Posters.  The adjacent theatre will feature movies produced by and for the IGY. A session on Geosciences in Africa will take place in the afternoon. The formal eGY launch will be that evening in the University Rectory. A detailed program will appear on the eGY web site in the next few weeks.  

Next eGY General Meeting

27-28 February 2008, NCAR, Boulder Colorado
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPENDIX-A.  List of acronyms with URLs

CEOS 
Committee on Earth Observation Satellites 

WGISS 
The CEOS WG on Information Systems and Services 

CGI 
IUGS Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information

CODATA 
Committee on Data for Science & Technology (ICSU body) 

CODMAC 
Committee On Data Management, Archiving, and Computation

GEO
Group on Earth Observations

GEOSS
Global Earth Observing System of Systems

IAGA
International Association of Geomagnetism & Aeronomy 

IHY 
International Heliophysical Year

IPY 
International Polar Year

IYPE 
International Year of Planet Earth

FAGS
Federation of Astronomical and Geophysical Data Analysis Services 

ICSU
International Council for Science

IUGG
International Union of Geodesy & Geophysics 

IUGS
International Union of Geological Sciences

NAS
The (US) National Academies of Sciences

NCAR
The National Center for Atmospheric Research 
SCID
ICSU’s Scientific Committee for Information and Data

SEEGrid
Solid Earth and Environment Grid

WDC
World Data Center System

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPENDIX-B.  Proposal for a new CODATA Working Group

Title:   eGY Earth and Space Science Data Interoperability

Objectives:  to promote the establishment and usage of modern and open data access standards and help to develop efficient ways to achieve interoperability. The WG will promote free and open access to data and metadata exchange and data integration worldwide.  

Vision: that we have an Earth and space science information commons for the benefit of scientists and society as a whole.

Functions of the WG.

1. Provide an international framework and forum for Earth and space science informatics activities, with emphasis on bringing together people from around the world with common interests

2. Collaborate with national and international bodies with informatics agendas to promote greater cooperation.

3. Promote and contribute to the development of interoperability methodologies

4. Continue to propagate eGY principals and follow up on eGY activities beyond the end of eGY in December 2008

5. Broaden the scope and effectiveness of eGY results

6. Liaise with the proposed IUGG Commission for Earth and Space Science Informatics to develop a complementary work program. IUGG provides good access to the Scientific Associations, and the Geounions; CODATA provides good access to a broader informatics community and ICSU. eGY considers that both bodies are needed to get the best result.

Scope. The WG will be concerned principally with Earth and space science data. The latter are data relevant to Earth system studies (e.g., solar, planetary, and solar-terrestrial phenomena) and remote sensing.  The WG will promote data and metadata exchange and integration worldwide for such data, and will include metadata for analogue information.

Activities.

1. Support an eGY Earth System Informatics summit in 2008

2. Plan the eGY program and events for the CODATA 2008 Conference

3. Support and promote the eGY Declaration

4. Host an expand the program of “showcase” demonstrations of  information systems that exemplify eGY principals, and continue this after the end of eGY

5. Give presentations at conferences and workshops on eGY themes

6. Contribute articles to scientific journals, the CODATA electronic journal, and newsletters

7. Maintain the eGY website after the end of eGY with CODATA identification and links to and from the CODATA website.
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