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Bill Peterson, eGY Secretary





                            Bill.Peterson@lasp.colorado.edu

Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics



                                  Telephone: +1-303-492 0686

University of Colorado







   Facsimile: +1-303-492 6444

1234 Innovation Drive, Boulder, Colorado 80303, USA



Dear Colleague,

We wish to invite your participation in the Electronic Geophysical
 Year, 2007-2008 (eGY) -  an initiative of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics.

eGY provides a focus and an international framework for cooperation to help improve geoscientific data availability and access worldwide using the capabilities offered by modern digital communications and information management technologies. The aim is to allow new and important science to be undertaken in order to meet societal needs. eGY seeks to promote the growth of e-Science and virtual information systems (virtual observatories) that access distributed data and services to complement in cyberspace the contribution from physical observatories. eGY marks the success of the International Geophysical Year, 1957-1958 and embraces and extends the same IGY principles of providing world-wide access to geoscientific data and information. Close links exist with other “IGY+50” initiatives – the International Polar Year 2007-2008, the International Year of Planet Earth, and the International Heliophysical Year. 

eGY joins with the International Council for Science (ICSU), the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), and many other bodies in recognizing that knowledge is the common wealth of humanity. The principles of data stewardship in a modern open access environment are spelled out in the attached ‘Declaration for a Geoscience Information Commons’. These principles are not new, and have been expressed widely – for example, in the declarations of WSIS, in the recommendation of ICSU’s Priority Area Assessment Panel for Scientific Data and Information, and in the articles of organisations such as ICSU’s Committee on Data for Science and Technology.   

The role of eGY is to facilitate, inform, stimulate, encourage, and promote. The conduct of activities and projects is the responsibility of participants. eGY is an opportunity that you can use to help provide the data and information requirements for meeting your particular scientific goals and those of others - be that development of a virtual observatory, securing release of data, education and public outreach, or whatever. You can use eGY to

· find out who is doing what

· share experience and expertise

· share in the development of virtual observatories

· coordinate activities

· reduce replication of effort

· promote common standards

· stimulate wider participation

· bridge the digital divide

· raise awareness about need for modern, professional data stewardship

· help develop the first generation of young multi-disciplinary scientists

· inspire public interest.

If you wish to participate in eGY, we invite you to

1. Visit www.egy.org for further information about eGY, its structure, and activities.

2. Subscribe to the email list server. The list is tiered so you can select the level of information that you receive. Refer the eGY website for instructions.

3. Initiate and participate in eGY-related activities; a list of suggestions is attached.

4. Complete and return the form to endorse eGY and become a signatory to the Declaration for a Geoscience Information Commons. 

5. Contact the eGY Secretary:  Bill.Peterson@lasp.colorado.edu  to discuss your  particular interests. 

We welcome your participation.

Yours sincerely,
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Charles Barton



   Dan Baker

Chair, eGY International Committee 

  eGY Executive Director



10 November 2005

Attachments

Declaration for a Geosciences Information Commons

Suggested Actions for Participants


Endorsement form
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“Knowledge is the common wealth of humanity” 

Preamble

The Electronic Geophysical Year (eGY) joins with the International Council for Science, the World Summit on the Information Society, and many other bodies in recognizing that knowledge is the common wealth of humanity. We have a shared responsibility to create and implement strategies to realize the full potential of digital information for present and future generations. In the 21st century and beyond, access to digital information and new technologies for information integration and knowledge discovery will influence the free and productive development of societies around the world. Providing ready and open access to the vast and growing collections of cross-disciplinary digital information is the key to understanding and responding to complex Earth system phenomena that influence human survival. In the Earth and Space sciences, as elsewhere, the issues of concern are as follows.

Article 1: Data access

Earth system data and information should be made available electronically with interoperable approaches that facilitate open access.

Article 2: Data release

Owners, custodians, and creators of Earth system data should work together to share their digital information with the world community, though in a manner that respects intellectual property rights and security constraints.

Article 3: Data description

Providers and users of Earth system data and information should share descriptions of structure, content, and contexts to facilitate interoperability and the discovery of relationships within and between information resources.

Article 4: Data persistence

Data and information about the Earth system should be preserved and sustained in forms that are both software and hardware independent so as to be openly accessible today and in the future.

Article 5: Data rescue

Effort should be made to identify and rescue critical Earth system data and ensure persistent access to them.  

Article 6: Common standards and cooperation

Standards for interoperability should be identified, created, and implemented through international collaboration.

Article 7: Capability building  

Communities with advanced information technology and communications capabilities should contribute to developing such capabilities elsewhere to reduce the digital divide.

Article 8: Education and public outreach

Students, scientists, decision-makers, and the public should be informed about and be enabled to contribute to our understanding and management of Earth system phenomena that impact human survival.
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Return to eGY Secretary, 

Bill.Peterson@lasp.colorado.edu
Fax: 303-492-6444

University of Colorado 

Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics

1234 Innovation Drive

Boulder, Colorado 80303, USA 
Name(s): 

Position(s): 

Organisation/Program: 

Address: 

Telephone:  

Email: 

I  endorse the Electronic Geophysical Year Initiative for 2007-2008 . . . .
YES
 

I wish to be declared a signatory to the eGY Declaration  . . . . . . . . . . .
YES 3
This endorsement is  PERSONAL / BY THE ORGANIZATION OR 

                        


 program named above 3


Here are some suggestions for activities. The goal of eGY is to make it easier and more effective for you and others to undertake scientific research and contribute to knowledge-based decision-making. 

Learn about eGY

· Explore the website:  www.egy.org
· Review recent eGY presentations and posters [www.egy.org>Resources>Presentations] 

· Receive eGY News (sign up on the home page)

· Subscribe to the eGY email list of your choice:  eGYTeam (for management correspondence), eGY_Participants (for most people), or eGY_Observers (main notices only) – send a request to: Marissa.Rusinek@lasp.colorado.edu 

· Contact the eGY Secretariat directly: Bill.Peterson@lasp.colorado.edu
eGY in your work place

· Encourage agencies, programs, national bodies, and committees within your community to become active in issues of modern data and information management (refer to the eGY themes and principles, s set out in the Declaration). 

· Arrange activities that take advantage of the eGY opportunity and use 2007-2008 as a target date.

· Assign eGY -related responsibilities to a Task Group or Committee.

· Report eGY developments and opportunities to your community.

· Access expertise through the eGY networks.

· Use the eGY newsletter, website, and meetings to promote your activities.

· Consider creating a virtual observatory.

· Use eGY to support bids for national and international funding.

Tell others about your work

If you undertake activites that are related to the eGY themes, then you could:

· Publicise your work in eGY News

· Set up links froom the eGY website

· Add to eGY_VODIS_list -  the eGY list of Virtual Observatories, Data and Observing systems, which is downloadable from the eGY website.

eGY meetings, workshops and conferences

· Attend eGY planning meetings and workshops.

· Arrange symposia and activities at conferences on eGY -related themes

· Arrange specialist workshops and meetings on eGY -related topics.

· Participate in eGY conference events in 2007-2008, including celebrations of the 50-year anniversary of IGY and its legacy.

Support eGY

· Sign the eGY Declaration for a Geoscience Information Commons.

· Tell national and international organizations/networks about eGY.

· Display posters and distribute eGY literature at meetings.

· Use the eGY logo and brand name to mark activities, events, publications, communications, and so on.

· Join a Working Group (Virtual Observatories, Best Practice, Education and Public Outreach, Data Rescue and Preservation, Data Integration and Knowledge Discovery).

· Create a new working group of interest to you.

· Serve on the International Committee; contribute to developing eGY policy.

· Identify new opportunities for eGY; notify the eGY Secretary of conference and meetings relevant to eGY.

· Arrange for a resolution supporting eGY to be passed by authoritative bodies.

-----------
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� The term Geophysical is used to harmonize with the “G” in IGY, but the term Geoscientific is really more appropriate as eGY spans all of the Earth Sciences and more.


� Adama Samassekou, President of the Preparatory Committee for phase I of  the UN World Summit on the Information Society.


� Circle or delete as appropriate





22 February 2007                                                                                                         
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